
                       MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MAYOR
                        AND THE COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE OF
     THE CITY OF EAST MOLINE, ILLINOIS
                                    TUESDAY, JULY 5, 2016

ROLL CALL
Mayor Thodos called the meeting to order and directed City Clerk Arletta D. Holmes to call the 
roll.  The following Aldermen were present: Helen Heiland, Gary Almblade, Nancy Mulcahey, Ed 
DeJaynes, Humberto Aguilar, Robert Cheffer, Gary Westbrook, and Mayor John Thodos.    
7:10p.m.

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO AGENDA
None

DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS (Mr. Kammler, Director of Engineering Services) 34TH

AVENUE
34th Avenue experiences significant flash-flooding near the intersection of 3rd Street C during heavy
rainfall events. Water depth can exceed several feet and is a significant hazard to both vehicles and 
pedestrians alike. As such, the Engineering Department has designed a storm water overflow 
system that consists of a quadruple inlet and 36” drainage relief pipe that will extend between the 
north side of the roadway and the ravine to the north.

Final plans and specifications for this work have been completed and are available for examination 
at the Engineering & Maintenance Building. Pending COW approval, a bid letting will be 
conducted and the results brought back to Council for final consideration of award of construction 
contract. 

FINANCIAL:

This is a budgeted item

Line Item# 320-4500-452.0 Title:  Construction

Amount Budgeted:  $80,000 Actual Cost:  T.B.D.

Funding Sources:  Drainage Departments:  Engineering

CIP Project: Yes

RECOMMENDATION:

Approve plans & specifications for 34th Avenue Drainage Improvements; approve project 

proceeding to bid letting.

A motion was made by Alderman DeJaynes, seconded by Alderman Aguilar, to concur with staff’s 

recommendation and instruct the City Attorney to prepare the appropriate document and forward to 



Council for consideration.  Upon roll call the following voted in favor:  Aguilar, Cheffer, 

Westbrook, Heiland, Almblade, Mulcahey, and DeJaynes.  Motion carried.

7TH STREET WALL RE-FACING – FINAL DESIGN (Mr. Kammler, Director of 

Engineering) 

In May of this year, the Committee-of-the-Whole directed the Engineering Department to 

coordinate with McClure Engineering on the final design and bid letting to provide an aesthetic 

facing to the 7th Street Retaining Wall. McClure Engineering has been working to finalize the 

specification for paint or other materials to re-face the exposed, rusted sheet piling, and during this 

work some additional information has come forth that merits COW discussion again. During 

development of final design specs, hard numbers were obtained for paint and panels, and a life-

cycle cost analysis was performed which was previously not discussed.

Re-Facing Description     Initial Cost    Life Span   Approx. 50-year Cost   (Discount Rate 3 

Alt.1-Sandblast & Paint      $60,000         10 Years          $588,000                     Cost Thru 2066

Alt. 2-Concrete Panels       $140,000        50 Years          $140,000                     Cost Thru 2066

Both options would require initial wall cleaning & grading of upper drainage swale, and pile cap 

repairs at an estimated one-time cost of $38,000. The paint option would require sandblasting and 

re-painting every 10 years +/- (2026=$80K, 2036=108k, 2046=$145k, and 2056=$195k); the 

concrete panel option would last 50 years.

FINANCIAL:

This is not a budgeted item.

Title:  Insurance Reserve Actual Cost:  T.B.D.

Funding Sources:  Insurance Reserve

RECOMMENDATION:

Council’s prerogative.

From a life-cycle cost perspective, the concrete panel option is much cheaper and will require less 

maintenance. Paint would allow whatever color is desired.

Additional Recommendation:

McClure Engineering will be in attendance to answer questions.

Mayor Thodos gave additional background regarding the 7th Street wall, as he was on the City 

Council when the wall was constructed.   Mayor Thodos asked Ms. Petersen what line item would 

this be taken from, and do we have sufficient funding for this project?  Ms. Petersen replied that 

funding will be coming from our Insurance Reserves, and we have approximately $750,000 in that 

fund.



Alderman Mulcahey – having heavy duty concrete is that a realistic thing, and what kind of 

concrete panels are you talking about?  I have seen some interstates with some really nice concrete 

blocks under over passes and things like that and what will this look like?  Mr. Ali explained the 

various options available to the city.  Mayor Thodos noted that the question should be how much is 

the City Council willing to payout.  

Alderman Cheffer – does the City pay the entire bill on this or will there be any other parties 

paying on this bill?  Mr. Kammler stated that MCClure Engineering is donating all of the design 

cost.   Alderman Cheffer asked if the cost was $178,000 for this project.  Mr. Kammler stated that 

this is an approximated estimated cost of $178,000.  

Alderman Almblade – do you have to tie into the stainless steel panel with a stainless steel tie in 

behind it, or will it be a standalone wall?   Mr. Ali stated that it is not going to be a standalone wall. 

Mr. Ali gave a brief summary and explained the process and procedures that will be used to correct 

the problem.

Mayor Thodos made additional comments regarding this issue.

Alderman DeJaynes – is there going to be a ridge cap on that wall, so water does not get behind 

the concrete?  Mr. Ali stated that they will have a sway behind the wall, and yes we need something

because they want to protect the wall.

Alderman Cheffer – asked Ms. Petersen how much a year is added to our insurance fund?

Ms. Petersen replied it is our levy $300,000 but that insurance fund also covered Workers 

Compensation.

Alderman Almblade – there is no problem with steel panels lasting 50 years behind it?  Mr. Ali 

stated that the rule of thumb on concrete is a 175 year material, and he expects that the steel pilings 

will last 50 years.

A motion was made by Alderman Cheffer, seconded by Alderman DeJaynes, to concur with the 

recommendation, to move ahead with the concrete option, bring back pricing for Council’s 

consideration..  

Additional discussion was held regarding various aspects of this issue.

Upon roll call the following voted in favor:  Aguilar, Cheffer, Westbrook, Heiland, Almblade, 

Mulcahey, and DeJaynes.  Motion carried.



BID APPROVAL – 356 15TH AVENUE (Ms. Bradley, Inspection Coordinator)

Seeking Council approval to accept bid for a surplus city property located at 356-15th Avenue. It 

was determined to be in the best interest of the city to return this property back to the public as the 

property held no municipal purpose. Subsequently, an ad was placed in the paper and on the city’s 

website requesting bids to purchase the listed property (attached for review).

Bids received were as follows:

    Bid 1.    $2,000.00

    Bid 2.    $4,100.00

    Bid 3.    $       1.00

FINANCIAL:

This is not a budgeted item.

Actual Cost:  $0.00

RECOMMENDATION:

Accept the high bid of $4,100 for the property

A motion was made by Alderman DeJaynes, seconded by Alderman Mulcahey, to concur with the 

recommendation to accept the high bid in the amount of $4,100 to Theresa Martin, for the property 

located at 356 15th Avenue, and instruct the City Attorney to prepare the appropriate document and 

forward to Council for consideration.

Alderman Westbrook – what kind of liens do we have on this property?  Ms. Bradley stated that 

they have to go through the abandonment procedures first, and once the City actually has 

procession of the property, it becomes City owned property, and all liens are waived.  

Alderman Westbrook- asked if she had any idea what that dollar amount might be?  Ms. Bradley 

said approximately $800.00 to $1,000.00.

 Upon roll call the following voted in favor:  Aguilar, Cheffer, Westbrook, Heiland, Almblade, 

Mulcahey, and DeJaynes.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Alderman  DeJaynes ,  seconded by Alderman  Westbrook ,  to adjourn the 
C ommittee-of-the-Whole meeting.  Upon roll call the foll owing voted in favor:   Aguilar,  Cheffer, 
Westbrook, Heiland, Almblade, Mulcahey, and DeJaynes.   Motion carried   7:39p.m.



Minutes taken and submitted

_________________________
Arletta D. Holmes, City Clerk


