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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MAYOR
AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST MOLINE,

COUNTY OF ROCK ISLAND, STATE OF ILLINOIS
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2016 6:30p.m.

PLEDGE
Mayor Thodos led the City Council and all those present in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

ROLL CALL
Mayor Thodos called the meeting to order and directed City Clerk Arletta D. Holmes to call the roll.  The
following Aldermen were present:  Gary Almblade, Ed DeJaynes, Humberto Aguilar, Gary Westbrook, 
and Mayor Thodos.   Absent:  Helen Heiland, Nancy Mulcahey, and Robert Cheffer.

Mayor Thodos informed the City Council that Alderman Heiland, and Alderman Cheffer are ill, and 
Alderman Mulcahey is on vacation.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
None

CITY CLERK’S REPORT
City Clerk Holmes passed.

ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS TO AGENDA
None

CONSENT AGENDA
 City Clerk Arletta D. Holmes read the Consent Agenda that included the following:

A. Approval of City Council Minutes of August 15, 2016.
B. Approval of NO Committee-of-the-Whole Minutes for August 15, 2016.
C. Approval of Salaries for August 26, 2016 in the amount of $403,665.42.
D. Approval of Bills in the amount of $864,550.82.

A motion was made by Alderman Westbrook, seconded by Alderman DeJaynes, to approve the Consent
Agenda as presented. Upon roll call the following voted in favor:  Almblade, DeJaynes, Aguilar, and
Westbrook.  Motion carried.

REPORT BY MAYOR
Proclamation: 
Mayor Thodos read a proclamation celebrating the “30th Anniversary of Quad Cities Interfaith.”
Ms. Doyle, of Quad City Interfaith was in attendance to accept the proclamation proclaiming September 11, 2016 
as “Quad Cities Interfaith Day” in the City of East Moline, Illinois.  Ms. Doyle addressed the City Council, 
thanking the Mayor and City Council for the proclamation and their continued support.

Mayor Thodos introduced Mr. Kannon Burrage who is from East Moline, and he was instrumental in 
putting on a special event in East Moline that was captured on CNN.

Mr. Kannon Burrage thanked everyone for allowing him the opportunity to be here tonight.  Mr. Barrage 
gave a little background information about himself.  He is from East Moline, and a 2009 graduate of 
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United Township High School.  Mr. Burrage stated that he was blessed enough to receive a college 
scholarship to play basketball at the University of Texas, San Antonio.  The past 3 years he has been 
overseas playing professional basketball.

The event that Mayor Thodos was speaking about, there has been a lot of stuff going on in the Nation 
involving law enforcement in communities and things such as that.  He wanted to set an example and use 
the City of East Moline as the example, to show not only the country and the world that a bunch of 
positive things can come from cities like ours, when you have great community engagement and things of
that sort.  Mr. Burrage mentioned some future plans of his.  Every since that event, he has had a real good
relationship with the East Moline Police Department.  Recently they called on him to mentor a young kid 
by the name of Rayshawn, and he has been mentoring him for approximately 3 weeks.  Every since than 
his attitude and focus has been on another level.  Where he comes from there are a lot of kids like 
Rayshawn, they are good kids, but just a little misguided, they just need that extra attention, and he can 
use his platform for anything positive that he represents, he reaches to them and to us, so maybe he can 
get something done that would incorporate helping more people like Rayshawn.  He looks around the 
Cities like Rock Island, and Davenport, they all have Community Centers and things of that sort, but here
in East Moline as of  now we do not have that as of yet.  Once again thank you for the opportunity to 
speak with you tonight.  

Mayor Thodos thanked Mr. Burrage for taking the initiative, no one asked him to do this it was all his 
own idea.  It is nice to hear a refreshing idea, and the way you stepped forward as a youth in the 
community.  You were the one who approached the Police Department, and the one who showed their 
action does not always have to be confrontational.  The men and women who protect our citizens are 
regular people, and you did that in a simple basketball game, and for that I congratulate you.

Reminder – On Sunday, September 11, 2016 WQAD our very own Jaryn Franklin, Miss Illinois from 
East Moline; will be competing for Miss American, we are very proud of her.  

ACTING CITY ATTORNEY JOHN REMUS PASSED AS THERE WERE NO ORDINANCES 
OR RESOLUTIONS FOR ACTION OR DISCU SSION.

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE (Alderman Almblade)
Alderman Almblade had no items for discussion. All other items have been covered under the Consent
Agenda.

CITY STAFF COMMUNICATION:
Each City Staff member present was given the opportunity to inform the City Council and those 
present of events in their departments:

John Reynolds, Police Chief – Chief Reynolds reported to the City Council that Music in the Park will 
be held on Sunday, September 11, 2016 from 2:00p.m to 6:30pm at Hereford Park.   The Police 
Department will be hiring a new office on September 30, 2016, invites will be sent out. Chief Reynolds 
gave a shout out to the Olive Garden, for providing meals for the Police Department yesterday to show 
their appreciation for law enforcement.

Ms. Petersen, Director of Finance – Ms. Petersen updated the City Council on the East Moline 
Correctional Center.  The Correctional Center is now paid up they are only $90,000 behind and we have 
received a little over $500,000 in payments since August.  

Mr. Kammler, Director of Engineering - Mr. Kammler updated the City Council on the various 
construction projects that are going on in the City.
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 Iowa Interstate Rail Road - is closed over on 13th Street between 14th and 15th Avenues, please 
avoid this area.

   Intersection of 13th Street & Morton Drive – half of that was removed today and is restricted 
to 2 narrow lanes of traffic, the pavement is being installed tomorrow, and when that has sets they
will switch to the other side.

 4th Street A by Hillcrest School- the north side of 19th Street asphalt was paved out that project 
is done.

 34th Avenue – is closed and detouring traffic around 3rd Street A&B there is a quad in the box 
being set, and that Street should be opened by the end of the week.

 Kennedy Drive - patching continues, both lanes are open, but traffic is restricted.  Mr. Kammler 
stated that there was an accident in front of the Gas Station, be careful.

Mayor Thodos stated there is a sign posted for 25 miles per hour. He asked Mr. Kammler if the railroad 
tracks on 7th Street were going to be done, Mr. Kammler replied that they were schedule to be, but due to 
budget cutbacks, this project may not get done.

Rob DeFrance, Fire Chief - Chief DeFrance stated that at the last Council meeting he informed the 
Council that they had selected Adam Ladgenski, and he was sworn in the next day.  Adam left this 
morning for the Fire Academy, and they look forward to his successful return.

Mr. Lambrecht, Maintenance Services Director – Mr. Lambrecht informed the City Council, that 
starting Monday, September 12, 2016, they will be flushing hydrants throughout the city.  They will 
leave Friday open in the event that they need to make up a day.

Alderman Westbrook – This is the 12th Annual event at Hereford Park, and this is always a good event, 
but there are a couple of Aldermen that he would personally like to invite, because they have never been. 
It is always a good wholesome family event, and the turnout is always good.  Alderman Westbrook 
would like to encourage the staff to come down on Sunday afternoon. 

Mayor Thodos – noted that the musical groups are always fantastic.

ADJOURNMENT:
A motion was made by Alderman Westbrook, seconded by Alderman DeJaynes, to adjourn the City 
Council meeting.  Upon roll call the following voted in favor:   Almblade, DeJaynes, Aguilar, and 
Westbrook.  Motion carried.  6:43p.m.

Minutes taken and submitted by,

________________________
Arletta D. Holmes, City Clerk


